
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

March 15, 2026 

Members present:  Sandy Gabel, Olga Blanchard, Ann Bruce, Carol Moonan, 
Stevie Henderson, Jim Hill, Su Erickson, Valerie Ellis, Sue Addy 

Members absent:  John Brown, Beth Blankenship, Kathy Williams, Pastor Kim 
Sterner 

Guests:  Maria and Rocky DeRush 

The meeting was called to order at 10:28 am by President Carol Moonan who led 
the council in prayer. 

A motion was made by Ann Bruce, seconded by Jim Hill, to approve the minutes 
of the February 15, 2026 meeting.  The motion was approved. 

The financial report was presented by Ann Bruce who indicated the mortgage was 
now under $700,000.  She noted that in February, attendance was good which 
resulted in an increase of giving.  Year-to-date totals indicate very healthy 
financials. 

Unfinished Business - There was no unfinished business. 

New Business 

Maria DeRush presented information on the Stephen Ministry.  She is a trained 
leader and able to provide training to others.  She explained the emphasis of this 
service ministry focuses on bereavement, loss, and generally when times may be 
difficult.  Maria indicated she would like to see a Stephen Ministry program at CELC 
and would be willing to offer training to those interested.  Carol Moonan suggested 
Maria write an informational article for the newsletter and after Easter determine 
the interest in starting a Stephen Ministry here. 

President Moonan shared that the Assembly of the Grand Canyon Synod will be 
held June 11-13 in Mesa.  Two voting delegates from CELC will be sent, and 
council members will have first choice to be delegates.  If interested, please let 
Carol know. 

On September 13, the Synod will sponsor a God’s Work Our Hands event.  More  
information will be forthcoming about how CELC can participate on this day. 



President Moonan distributed a handout of operating procedures/job descriptions 
for each committee.  Council members were asked to review and update these for 
their committee and submit them to the office. 

Jim Erickson requested that council members review their committee section on 
the website and update as needed by sending this information to Jim at it-
help@christgoodyear.org.  In the staff leadership section, he asked council 
members to check photos and see if new ones need to be taken. 

Council Reports 

Building and Grounds - Jim Hill updated the council on the progress made in 
completing tasks on his original 60 item punch list.  So far, 30 items have been 
completed, and this report is attached to these minutes.  In addition, Jim explained 
the status of three major projects:  asphalt paving and repair, painting, and 
carpeting.  Jim has obtained several bids on the asphalt paving and on the painting, 
and is still working on bids for the carpeting.  Discussion was held about the best 
way to go about funding these projects, and it was suggested that Jim contact John 
Brown to get information about what funds would be available to pay for these 
expenses.   

Evangelism - Sandy Gabel said the pastoral prayer group will no longer be meeting 
due to lack of attendance, and she will look for other ways to provide this 
opportunity to congregation members. 

Fellowship - Valerie Ellis shared that the Lenten soup suppers and worship 
services were well attended.  She is working on developing a Singles Group, and 
30 women have signed up for the retreat on March 21.  There is a Fish Fry on 
Friday, March 27, and a Farewell Dinner for Pastor Kim on May 8th. 

Outreach - Su Erickson provided information about the Food Pantry and IHELP 
program.  The Food Pantry continues to show an increase in individual and 
households served.  February showed a 19% increase in individuals serviced over 
last month and 20% over February of last year.  There was a 21% increase in 
households served over the last month and 24% increase over last year.  Our Saint 
Mary’s Food Bank liaison is new to his position and will visit CELC later this month 
to see our operation. 

The IHELP advisory council met on March 9 and celebrated six weeks of success 
in the reboot of the program.  We started last year with $0 and obtained grants and 
donations to fund the start up of the program (over $60,000).  We are beginning a 
new grant cycle.  There is now an active weblink to the program on the AZ 
Community Impact website.  Program statistics for February, 2026 were as follows:  



Individuals served - 15; Positive Exits - 3; Non Compliant Exits - 2; Success rate - 
60%. 

Stewardship - Ann Bruce indicated she will be working on a fundraising goal to 
help pay for the three main projects (asphalt of parking lot, painting, carpeting).  
She suggested possibly obtaining some grant money from the Lutheran Thrift 
Store for the painting project.  She will work with John Brown to generate funding 
ideas for these projects. 

Worship - Stevie Henderson shared that Easter lilies can be purchased and will be 
on display on Easter Sunday.  She indicated she will be reviewing the operating 
procedures/job description for Worship Committee Chairman and will have a better 
understanding of the needs of this position and the role she will play after Easter. 

Youth - Olga Blanchard shared that five adults and three youth enjoyed the 
morning of Saturday, February 21st at the New Dawn Livestock Sanctuary.  They 
assisted with unloading 2 pickups of feed for the animals as well as pulling weeds, 
cleaning out watering containers, watering the horses and cleaning around the 
stalls.  Lunch was served with three other volunteers using the leftovers from the 
sub sandwich sale.  The youth are in the process of selling cups with beautiful 
biblical sayings as a fundraiser for youth camp.  A hike is planned for Saturday, 
March 21. 

The next Church Council meeting will be held on April 19, 2026. 

A motion was made by Olga Blanchard, seconded by Su Erickson, to adjourn the 
meeting at 12:05 pm. The motion was approved, and Ann Bruce led the council in 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Addy, Council Secretary 


