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Worship Bulletin

I
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from
which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of
Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are
keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to
offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of

Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and
deed.

Isaiah 51:1-6
The enduring foundation of God’s salvation
Psalm 138
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)
Romans 12:1-8
One body in Christ, with gifts that differ
Matthew 16:13-20
The profession of Peter’s faith

Next week's readings

Jeremiah 15:15-21 ~ Psalm 26:1-8 ~ Romans 12:9-21 ~ Matthew 16:21-28

Aug 23, 2026
13th Sunday after Pentecost

Confessing Christ, Formed in Faith

In late August, students are preparing to go back to school, and many churches gear
up for a new year of Christian education. It is a good time to be reminded of the
heart of Christian formation: conformation and transformation (Rom. 12:2).

Disciples are formed over time—shaped by learning, worship, and all aspects of
Christian life in community. As it was for Peter, part of our formation is learning to
confess Jesus as the Messiah, not only with the right words but also through an
experience of the living God in Christ. And along with Peter, through such formation
we also discover who we are in relation to God: After Peter “confesses” Jesus’
identity of Messiah, Jesus “confesses” Peter’s identity by calling out his name and
vocation.

Traditionally, Lutheran worship contains two confessions which keep forming us: a
confession of sin and a confession of faith. In the first, we acknowledge who we are
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as sinner and saint, and in the second, we acknowledge who God is in the mystery
of the Trinity. Like Peter’s, our own identity is revealed in those truths. And, we might
say, we are continually formed by and through them.

Peter’s confession is not a precondition for following Jesus; it comes in the middle of
his journey of discipleship. Our formation too is a long process—lifelong, in fact—
which begins at baptism (and even before!) and is guided by those who travel before
and with us. At this time of year, as we explore our own formation, identity, and
vocation as disciples of Jesus, Isaiah entreats us, “Look to the rock from which you
were hewn” (51:1). Envisioning Peter the “rock” (Matt. 16:18), we might also
consider how we are “chips off the old block” of our forebears in faith.
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23 - Rae Valabek & Judy Turnen Faith Hanley & Emma
30 - Kathy & John Williams, Sandy
Gabel Sound/Tech:
Stacy Anderson & Ruben Salgado
Readers:
Patsy Blankenship Banners:
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Special Food Pantry needs include:

Boxes (small-med sized), brown paper bags, peanut butter, Mac n
Cheese, cereal, beans, rice, canned meat

Youth Movie Fellowship

The youth will host a movie at CELC on August 23.
Join them for the showing of The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, popcorn, pizza
and drinks.
Location: CELC Bldg B
Time: 4:00-7:00 p.m.

Singles Mingle

The next Singles Mingle get together will be Friday, September 11th, at 1pm for
lunch Potbelly
10265 W McDowell Rd
Avondale, AZ 85392



Contact Julie Paisley for more information.

We remember in our prayers... (see email version)

Bishops: Deborah K. Hutterer, (Grand Canyon Synod), Presiding Bishop Yehiel
Curry (ELCA churchwide)

Cactus Conference Churches: Sheperd of the Desert - Sun City; St. John's -
Glendale

CELC Campus Churches: Casa del Rey, Hope Alive, Inglesia Cristiana Valle de
Beraca, Vida Nueva

Service Men/Women: (see email version)

Submit or update prayer requests by emailing: office@Christgoodyear.org,
calling the church office: 623-932-2394, or complete an online prayer request
form.

Upcoming Events

Aug 23 - CELC Youth Movie Night

Sept 7 - Office Closed (in observance of Labor Day)
Sept 11 - Singles Mingle lunch @ Potbelly

Sept 13 - CELC Book Exchange

Sept 20 - CELC Church Council

Oct 10 - CELC Fall Fest
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CELC Office Phone: (623) 932-2394
Please email office for pastoral care, appointments or special
requests at office@christgoodyear.org
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